
10-minute Sight-Singing: Lesson 3

Review: Sing on the numbers.

In the last lesson we discussed the idea of time signatures, with the 4/4 
indicating that there were 4 beats in a measure, and the quarter-note was the 
unit of the beat. We also pointed out that note #1 of the scale can be easily 
identified in key signatures with multiple flats by finding the second flat from 
the right in the key signature. The note indicated by that flat sign is note #1 of 
the scale, and the other notes can be found in relation to it. 

This is true no matter what “clef” sign is used. We saw several different clef 
signs in the last lesson. But in practice the two that you will see most often 
are the treble clef and the bass clef. The treble clef, as in the example above, 
indicates a group of notes to the right of center on the piano, and in the range 
where women typically sing. The bass clef, a simple curve with two dots, 
indicates a group of notes to the left of center on a piano, and in the range 
where men typically sing. We'll have more to say about clefs in the future.

We've learned about quarter-notes and half-notes. Another note length that 
you should know about is the whole note. It is represented by an open oval 
with no stem at all. And, of course, it is twice as long as a half-note, or 4 
beats in 4/4 time, taking up the “whole” measure. Sing these exercises that 
include whole notes.



In all the exercises we've had so far, the first note has always been note #1. 
That's not the case in real life. The first note can be anything. In some of 
these following exercises the first note will be note #7. So you will have to 
identify note #1 from the key signature, then look and see if the first note to 
sing is that note or not.


